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Suspect Devin Kelley, 26, found 
dead in vehicle outside town 


Bad-conduct discharge from Air 
Force tied to domestic assault 


No known links to organized 
terrorist groups, official says 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS 


SLAUGHTER IN CHURCH 


Black-clad gunman sprayed 
fire outside, then inside; 26 
dead range from age 5 to 72 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas 
(AP) — A man dressed in black tacti- 
cal-style gear and armed with an as- 
sault rifle opened fire inside a church 
in a small South Texas community on 
Sunday, killing 26 people and wound- 
ing about 20 in what the governor 
called the deadliest mass shooting in 
the state’s history. The dead ranged in 
age from 5 to 72 years old. 

Two officials identified the gunman, 
who was found dead, as Devin Kelley, 
26. One official said that Kelley lived 
in a San Antonio suburb and didn’t ap- 
pear to be linked to organized terror- 
ist groups. Investigators were looking 
at social media posts Kelley made in 
the days before Sunday’s attack, in- 
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Investigators swarm the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, 
where a man opened fire during a service, killing 26 people. At top, Mona 
Rodriguez, left, holds her 12-year-old son, J Anthony Hernandez, during a 
candlelight vigil held for the victims Sunday night in the town near San Antonio. 


cluding one that appeared to show an 
AR-15 semiautomatic weapon. 

Kelley had served in the Air Force, 
and a spokeswoman said Sunday night 
that he received a bad-conduct dis- 
charge for assaulting his spouse and 
child and was sentenced to 12 months’ 
confinement after a 2012 court-mar- 
tial. Kelley served in Logistics Read- 
iness at Holloman Air Force Base in 
New Mexico from 2010 until his dis- 
charge in 2014, the spokeswoman said. 

Authorities had not provided any 
information about a possible motive 
for the shooting, and residents of this 
small, out-of-the-way town said they 
were rattled and dumbfounded at be- 
coming yet another U.S. community 
victimized by a mass shooting. 

At a press conference, the attacker 
was described only as a white man in 
his 20s who was wearing black tacti- 
cal gear and a ballistic vest when he 


See Shooting: Page 2 


Diaco and NU’s defense 


He was brought in to improve 
play quickly. So much for that. 
Sam McKewon, Sports 


Conservation summit 


Nebraska dogs in ‘gentle ministry’ 
on call for comfort after tragedies 


Trade is Trumps focus in Japan 


The president with Japan’s Shinzo Abe. “Our trade with Japan is not fair and 
it’s not open,” Trump said, “but | know it will be, soon.” Story on Page 4A 


Rep. Bacon will help push 
conservative solutions to 
climate change. Midlands 


Saudi upheaval 


Crown prince consolidates 
power with arrests of princes 
and industry titans. Page 5A 


Omaha forecast 
High: 46 Low: 29 
Partly sunny Details: 5B 
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Natalia Baca, one of the Las Ve- 
gas shooting victims, had a hospital 
visitor that she will never forget. 

Nicodemus, or Nico, a golden 
retriever from Seward, Nebras- 
ka, jumped onto her bed, much to 
her delight. 

“It was really cool, ’cause I like 
dogs,” said Baca, 17, of Las Vegas. 
“When they had to go, he didn’t 
want to leave.” 

Nico is one of five Nebraska 
dogs in the Illinois-based Luther- 
an Church Charities Comfort Dog 
program, which has more than 
100 golden retrievers in 23 states 
trained to be stroked, loved, cried 
upon and held. 

About 20 of the dogs from around 
the nation went to Las Vegas after 
the Oct. 1 shootings that killed 59 


people and injured hundreds. 

The comfort dogs aren’t trained 
to look for bodies or search for 
anything other than the pats and 
hugs of those they encounter. And 
they get plenty of those. 

Nico and other comfort dogs in 
the program went to Sunrise Hos- 
pital in Las Vegas, where Nico met 
Baca. Baca and her twin sister, Gi- 
anna, were shot but are out of the 
hospital and doing well. 

The dogs and their handlers also 
went to the Las Vegas emergency 
dispatch center, the coroner’s of- 
fice, firehouses, schools, vigils and 
other places and events. 

They met people who fled the 
shooting, people who treated the 
victims, a woman who cleaned 
the purses and billfolds of the 
dead, and a hotel valet who was so 


See Nico: Page 3 
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